
 

Progression in: Religious Education  Subject leader: Caroline Caliandro and Lydia Tyler 

Vocabulary 

Year 1 Long ago, yesterday, then, when, now, last, next, before, after, first/second (etc), days of the week / months of the year 
Holy, Moral, Bible, Qur’an, Special, Celebration, Festival, Eid, Ramadan, Fasting, Harvest, Birthday 
The parts of a mosque and a church – pulpit, font, pews, alter, cross, stained glass windows, lectern  
Mosque – prayer mat, Qubba, Mihrab, wash room, crescent moon and star, Qur’an, Imam 
The importance of belonging to a Christian or Muslim community 
Ceremonies and rituals related to membership of a religious community 
Caring, organisation, charity, fund raising, parable 

Year 2 Family, Promises, Parents, godparents, sponsors, Ritual, prayer. baptism, aqiqah, adhan, font 
Choices, influences, rules, guidelines, The Pillars of Islam, The Ten Commandments 
Prayer, reflection, church. Mosque, faith, symbols, wudu 
Christians, Muslims, God, Created, Natural, Wonderful, World, Stewardship, Responsibility, Recycle, Reuse, Environment 

Year 3 Moses, Abraham, Exodus, Hebrew, covenant, Torah, Ark, Sabbath /Shabbat, Passover / Pesach, Mezuzah, Kosher, Seder, Tallit, Synagogue, Bimah,  
Religion in General: Prayer, belief, worship Religious & Human Experience: Questions, mysteries, symbols, divine 
 Spirituality, Music, art, dance, poetry, Mool Mantar, Mudras, Sufi, Calligraphy, Psalms and hymns, Arts, beliefs, symbols 
Christianity, The Bible, Old Testament, New Testament, Stories e.g. parable, symbol, meaning, Feelings e.g. forgiveness, reconciliation, jealousy, repentance, 
humility, caring, loving, Love, neighbour, Moral choices e.g. right and wrong 
Creation, Creator, Responsibility, Interpretation 

Year 4 Freedom, Oppression, Interpretation, Celebration, Shared values, Remembrance, Reflection 
Freedom, Oppression Interpretation, Celebration, Shared values, Remembrance, Reflection 
Allah, Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), Qur’an, Hadith (recorded actions and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), Shahadah 
(testimony of faith/belief), Salaah (Arabic), Sawm (fasting), Ramadhaan (the month of fasting), Zakaah (obligatory almsgiving), Hajj (pilgrimage), Mecca/Makkah, 
Akhirah (the afterlife), Sunnah (the way of the Prophet Muhammad pbuh), Shari’ah (Islamic law), Eid ul Fitr (Eid that follows after Ramdhaan), Eid ul Adha (Eid 
that follows the Hajj pilgrimage), Qiblah - direction of prayer, Sadaqah - voluntary charity, Wudhu - Ablution 
Mool (Mul) Mantar, Panjab, Guru Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh, Guru Granth Sahib, guru, Khalsa, Amristar, Ikk Oankar, Enlightenment, Gurdwara 

Year 5 Journey, Responsibility, Belief, Pilgrimage, Reflection, Faith 
Specific religions: Christianity: love, forgiveness, peace between people and God, honesty, prayer, worship fellowship 
Muslim: Ummah- community, Forgiveness, Honesty, Prayer, Charity 
Humanism: honesty, integrity, love for the truth, personal responsibility, reciprocity, atheism 
Religious and Human Experiences: choice, good and bad, right and wrong, morality, values, consequences 
Jesus, Gospel, New Testament, Crucifixion, Forgiveness, Reconciliation, Penitence, Repentance, Redemption, Confession, Conflict, Reconciling, Forgiving, 
Grudge, Revenge, Conflict resolution, Consequences 
Old Testament, New Testament, Incarnation, Salvation, Gospels, Messiah, Trinity, Son of Man, Son of God, Eternal, Covenant, The Ten Commandments  
‘I am’ statement 

Year 6 Guru Gobind Singh, Guru Granth Sahib, Khalsa, Amrit, Baptism, Sewa, Langar, The 5Ks (Kesh – uncut hair, Kangha – comb, Kara – wrist band, Kachera – short 
trousers, Kirpan – sword), Khanda symbol, Ascension, Communion, Crucifixion, Easter, Forgiveness, Gospel, Incarnation, Jesus, Kingdom of Heaven, Gospels, 
Palm Sunday, Reconciliation, Resurrection, Ritual, Sacrifice, Salvation 
Confirmation, Baptism, Amrit, Bar mitzvah, Bat mitzvah 
Moses, Abraham, Exodus, Hebrew, covenant, Torah, Ark, Sabbath / Shabbat, Passover / Pesach, Mezuzah, Kosher, Seder, Tallit, Synagogue, Bimah, Purim, 
mysteries, symbols, divine 

 

Theme: Questioning 



Year 1 
Ask and answer simple 
questions about what they 
have seen or heard. 

Year 2 
Show curiosity by 
voluntarily asking 
questions about what they 
have seen, heard or read. 

Year 3 
Start to frame questions 
and answers in ways that 
are relevant to RE. 

Year 4 
Ask and answer relevant 
questions (eg about cause 
and change). 

Year 5 
Ask and answer 
theologically valid 
questions (eg about 
sensitivity, reliability, 
perspective).  

Year 6 
Regularly ask and answer 
perceptive questions in 
theologically valid ways. 

 

Theme: Understanding Religion and Faith 

Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Understand what a belief 
is and why 
it is important to people. 

Understand that there is 
more than 
one belief system. 

Compare and contrast 
beliefs 
and faiths (eg how 
Muslims and 
Christians differ in daily 
prayer 
routines). 

Compare beliefs and 
faiths and 
begin to suggest reasons 
for the 
differences and 
similarities. 

Compare beliefs and 
faiths, and give 
coherent reasons for the 
differences 
and similarities. 

Compare and contrast 
beliefs and 
faiths, relating it to their 
own heritage 
and to other cultures 
around the world. 

 

Theme: Finding Morals (In Stories) 

Year 1 
Understand that some 
stories have a 
hidden ‘message’, for 
example. 

Year 2 
Recognise and start to 
explain the 
moral of a story. 

Year 3 
Explain the moral 
(purpose) of 
a story and start to put it 
into a 
religious context. 

Year 4 
Explain the purpose of 
religious 
stories and how they 
impact on 
practice(s). 

Year 5 
Find links between stories 
within 
and between beliefs and 
faiths. 

Year 6 
Explain how religious 
stories fulfil 
their purpose. 

 

Theme: Insight vs Knowledge 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 
Year 6 
 

Demonstrate an 
understanding that other 
people have knowledge. 

Demonstrate a respect for 
other people’s knowledge 

Demonstrate a respect for 
other people’s knowledge 

Show respect for other 
people’s insights. 

Show an interest in other 
people’s insights. 

Explain the difference 
between knowledge and 
insights 

 

Theme: Respect and Empathy 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Start to show respect 
through their 
actions (eg following 
school or class 
rules). 
Explain own views 
politely. 

Demonstrate respect for 
others (eg 
by choosing to help each 
other). 
Listen courteously (eg 
take turns to 
explain views). 

Consistently show respect 
for others 
through their manners and 
actions. 
Verbalise someone else’s 
opinion, 
including when it differs 
from their 
own. 

Demonstrate good 
manners and 
start to cope with / 
compensate for 
non-reciprocation. 
Share and discuss 
opinions, 
comparing and 
contrasting politely 
where appropriate. 

Demonstrate good 
manners and 
sensitively deal with 
others’ lack of 
manners. 
Explain how people can 
show 
respect for other religions 
(opinions). 

Start managing other 
people’s 
insensitivity in appropriate 
and 
courteous ways. 
Explain how and why 
people 
might decide not to show 
respect 



or tolerance for other 
people’s 
religions, faiths and 
opinions. 

 

Theme: Right and Wrong 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of right 
and wrong. 

Understand the concept of 
right and wrong, and 
accept that other people 
and other faiths may view 
this differently. 

Explain some other 
people’s and other faiths’ 
views on right and wrong. 

Explore their own and 
others’ views on morality. 

Discuss moral dilemmas, 
referring to faith and 
culture, including areas 
considered right by some 
and wrong by others. 

Make reasoned 
judgments about morality 
and reassess their own 
values in response. 

 

Theme: Using texts 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Access (read or listen to) 
religious poems, stories 
and non-fiction. 
 
Explain the difference 
between fiction and non-
fiction. 
 
Show some 
understanding of the 
ways we can find out 
about religion (eg books, 
internet, museums, 
photos). 
 
Use parts of religious 
stories to show that they 
understand. 

Read, hear and discuss 
religious literature; start to 
make own selections 
 
Identify ways that religion 
is presented and 
represented (eg fiction, 
images, maps). 
 
Start to explain a personal 
response to (parts of) 
books and religious texts. 
 
 

Select and discuss 
literature that is explicitly 
and implicitly religious. 
 
Explain the difference 
between primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
Start to show awareness 
that there are different 
ways to represent 
religious information. 
 
Explain a personal 
response to books and 
religious texts. 

Discuss a wide range of 
religious literature and 
start to link to other faiths. 
 
Start to explain relevance 
and reliability. 
 
Recognise that ‘facts’ can 
vary depending on the 
source, and begin to 
suggest reasons for this. 
 
Use references to explain 
their opinions. 

Make reading 
recommendations to their 
peers. 
 
Explain relevance and 
reliability. 
 
Begin to explain how 
‘facts’ are interpreted to 
support opinions. 
 
Select and organise 
information from more 
than one source to 
construct an informed 
response. 

Make reading 
recommendations and 
politely critique 
recommendations from 
their peers. 
 
Start to understand the 
idea of ‘tertiary’ sources. 
 
Explain and critique the 
way ‘facts’ are used and 
interpreted to support 
opinions. 
 
Use careful and sensitive 
selections of information 
to politely critique their 
peers’ opinions. 

 


